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Great news!  You can receive $1,600 or more 

in incentives for completing energy upgrades to 
your home. If you are resident of Lanark, Leeds 

and Grenville or parts of Frontenac Counties 
you will likely qualify for this program. The best 

part about this incentive program is that it is 
open to homes heated with natural gas as well 

as propane, oil, wood and electricity. If you live 

in an electrically heated home you could receive 

up to $4,000 in additional incentives. 

The program is delivered by Enbridge Gas Dis-
tribution in partnership with the Government of 

Ontario, Save ON Energy and Green Communi-

ties Canada (GCC).  And REAL is an approved 

Service Organization of the GCC. 

 In order to benefit from this program you must 
have an energy audit completed by a Registered 

Energy Advisor (REA), complete at least two energy upgrades, and save 15% or more of 
your energy use. These upgrades can be improvements such as insulation, air sealing and 

heating and cooling equipment replacement. Your Energy Advisor will complete a com-

prehensive energy audit of your home and send you a report with recommendations of 
what will give you the most energy savings and what will qualify for the incentive grants. 

When you have completed the energy upgrades to your home, the Advisor will return 
to do a short confirmation audit of the upgrades completed and will do all paper work 

and submissions for your incentive grant. 

There is an immediate $150 discount on your pre-upgrade audit. The rest of the cost of 

the audits is rebated when you complete your work and the second audit.  So the ener-

gy audits are essentially free!  You do need to pay $200 up front for the first audit and 

$150 for the second audit, but this cost will be rebated if you upgrade your house. You 

will also receive a very helpful and complete report on the efficiency of your house, and 

the official Natural Resources Canada EnerGuide for Houses energy efficiency rating. 

                                                                                                   (continued inside)    
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Energy Rebates (continued) 

If your house was built earlier than 1990 and hasnõt had many 

energy upgrades, you may be able to achieve the required 
15% energy savings and maybe much, much more! You will 

save on your energy bills, reduce your greenhouse gas emis-

sions and be rewarded with a very nice incentive grant. We 

can advise you on whether you will likely accomplish the 

necessary savings before we book an appointment. 

 To find out more about the Home Energy Conservation 

Program you can go to:  Enbridgesmartsavings.com.  A lim-
ited quantity of printed brochures are available at the REAL 

DEAL or online here. 

To arrange an audit, call REAL, your local non-profit environ-

mental organization: 

Alan Leonard, Registered 
Energy Advisor 

613 864-3099 

alanleonard9@gmail.com 

If you reside outside REALõs 
catchment area, contact 

Green Communities Canada 

855 640-1100 

Donõt Believe Everything you Hear 
by Philippe Lagarde 

When someone tells you with certainty,  
"climate change is a hoax!", you really want 

to know where this stunning fact comes 
from. "I read it on the Internet," the person 

says. Of course the facts overwel-
mingly demonstrate that the earth is being 

cooked. All scientific records clearly indicate 

global warming (2016 was the hottest year 
recorded). Species, such as ticks, are invading 

slowly from the south, glaciers are melting at 
an alarming rate and so on. Even if, for some 

reason, you want to dismiss these facts, com-

mon sense should bring you back to reality. 
Over seven billion  humans live on the planet; 

our frantic way of life generates a lot of heat: 
asphalt everywhere, cars, industry, cattle, etc. 

This generates a thermodynamic reaction at a 

gigantic scale. 

 
On the Internet, you can write and post 

anything. You do not have to submit it for 

peer review. So, if one morning, you decide 
that the earth is square, you can just write it 

on your blog. And guess what? You might 
have followers! People often believe incre-

dible things and they do not take the time to 

verify the information. Sadly, it is often easier 

to repeat the misinformation. 

 

Solar Thermal Wall at REAL Deal Highlighted This banner has recently been dis-

played on the wall at the rear of the 

REAL Deal (to the left as you look at 

the garage doors.)  It is to draw atten-
tion to our use of two solar thermal 

panels to supplement heat at the  

REAL Deal.  The two round things you 

see above the banner are the little 
blowers that bring heated air in from 

behind the two panels on the exterior 

wall.   The arrangement  causes a 

noticeable increase in the comfort 

level at the rear of the store in winter 
months.  The panels were purchased 

using an Ontario Trillium Foundation 

Grant with contributions from Rideau 

Home Hardware as well as a private 

donation.  (Thanks, Tom!) 

http://www.reneshomecomfhttp/www.reneshomecomfort.ca/events/2017/enbridge-home-energy-incentive-2017.pdfort.ca/events/2017/enbridge-home-energy-incentive-2017.pdf


 

 

Both of these pro-

grams are managed by the  Automotive Recyclers of Canada (ARC). 

Only authorized Certified Auto Recyclers who follow a strict code 

of practice for handling end-of-life vehicles can participate. 

 

Retire your Ride ð you want the cash  
Retire Your Ride is an end-of-life vehicle purchase program.  You can upload your information online, and local 

certified auto recyclers bid on your vehicle. To find out more, go to the  Retire Your Ride website . 

 

Car Heavenñyou want to donate  

Car Heaven is a national charitable vehicle recycling program.   Car Heaven enables people to get rid of their old-
er, high-polluting car and donate the proceeds from their vehicle to a charitable organization of their choice.  The 

vehicles are towed away free, and the donor receives a charitable tax receipt based on the proceeds from their 

vehicle.  See their website. 
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 Auto Recycling a Thriving Business 

Summarized  from the piece òSum of its Partsó, which ap-

peared in  CAA Magazine, Summer 2017.   

 

Auto recycling is a thriving industry in Canada.  About 
95% of the 1.6 million vehicles that are taken off Cana-

dian roads are eventually recycled.  But lots needs to 
happen before a vehicle is crushed.  About 75% of the 

materials can be recovered or recycled, and advanced 

technologies can boost that to 95%.   

  
You might trade you car in through a car dealership or 

sell it directly to a wrecking yard for $150 to $300. 

The Automotive Recyclers of Canada (ARC) associa-
tion is helping to develop standards for handling the 

end-of-life vehicles (ELVs). 

 

When your old car arrives at a recycling yard, its VIN 
(Vehicle Identification Number) is run through an app 

that generates a list of the parts that may be salvagea-

ble. The in-demand parts are then pulled off the car.   

 
Fluids like oil or coolant and any other potentially toxic 

materials are kept out of the waste stream. Motor oil, 

transmission fluid, brake fluid and coolant can all be 
reprocessed; others are disposed of using environmen-

tally responsible methods. For example, manufacturers, 
steel producers and recyclers are co-operating to en-

sure that highly toxic mercury from convenience light-

ing and ABS sensors in pre-2003 cars does not get re-
leased into the environment. The Switch Out program 

is designed to recover the nine tonnes of mercury esti-

mated to still be on the road in old car switches. 

 

ARC members derive up to 70 per cent of their profits 

from the sale of parts.  Recyclers sell most of the parts 
theyõve extracted to parts brokers, rebuilders and re-

pair shops, with a few going to do-it-yourselfers fixing 
up classic 

cars.  A re-
cycled part 

saves at 

least  50 
per cent 

over the 
cost of a 

new part.    

 

The rest of 

their profit comes from the sale of recovered metal. 
Once everything useful has been removed, the car is 

flattened and shipped to a shredding facility, where itõs 
ground up.  The ferrous metal is separated from the 

remaining metals, like aluminum or copper, and all are 

recycled. 

 
The material that is not recycledñ mainly plastic, car-

peting, rubber and glass thatõs been ground into small 

chunksñgoes to landfills for day cover (which keeps 
the smell down and birds off). Although there is tech-

nology available to recycle the plastics, glass and rubber 
from cars, itõs not happening in Canada yet.  More dia-

logue needs to happen between car manufacturers and 
the recycling industry to make the plastics easier to 

separate . 

 

 

Options for Disposing of an Old Car  

http://retireyourride.ca
http://carheaven.ca/
http://autorecyclers.ca/2017/caa-magazine-sum-parts/











