
R.E.A.L Presentation
9 September 2019



Where does the 
recycling go after it 
leaves my driveway in 
the blue box?





Recyclable 
material gets 
sorted by 
people and 
machines at 
the MRF.

Material Recovery Facility = MRF





Recycling from 
Smiths Falls 
was unloaded 
from the truck 
the day we 
visited the 
MRF.



Recycling 
streams =
Cans
Plastic
Glass
Paper
Cardboard





Bales of material go on trucks to other 
factories to be made into new things.



Cans are 
made of 
aluminum 
and steel.



What 
other 
things 
could be 
made out 
of that 
metal?









Lots of 
plastic 
goes to the 
MRF for 
recycling. 





What 
other 
things 
could be 
made out 
of that 
plastic?









Lots of paper 
comes to the 
MRF. Some 
of it is 
shredded, 
some of it is 
still in 
sheets.



Cardboard 
is a kind of 
paper too.



What 
other 
things 
could be 
made out 
of that 
paper?





What 
about 
Tetra 
Packs 
and 
juice 
boxes? 
What do 
those 
get 
turned 
into?







What 
can glass 
be 
recycled 
into?





There are rules about recycling. It only 
works if we put the right material in the 
blue box. 

What kinds 
of things 
are NOT
recyclable?



If the wrong things go in the blue box, it 
turns recycling into garbage!



Food containers must be empty 
and rinsed out. 



If it’s not recyclable, it’s better to put it 
in the garbage.



If you’ve replaced something that 
still works, give it away or take it to 
the ReUse Centre or Thrift Shop.



What about clear bags? Can I put my recycling in clear bags?



Please don't use clear bags! Plastic bags clog up the MRF! 
They get tangled in the machinery. They lay on top of other 
recycling and good recyclables get sent into the garbage by 
mistake at the MRF. All of this makes recycling more 
expensive than it needs to be.



You can help by taking this information 
home to your family.










