
Journey To Sustainability
Recycling:

Where does it go after it leaves my driveway?
What happens to it then?

Is it really transformed into new items?
What about the global collapse of the recycling industry?





Where does 
the recycling 
go after it 
leaves my 
driveway?



Material 
Recovery Facility 
= MRF

Recyclable material 
gets sorted by 
people and 
machines at the 
MRF.







Recycling 
streams =
Cans
Plastic
Glass
Paper
Boxboard
Cardboard



Recycling 
from Smiths 
Falls was 
unloaded 
from the 
truck the day 
I visited the 
MRF.





Bales of 
material are 
transported 
to factories 
for re-
manufacture.



Cans are 
made of steel 
and 
aluminum, 
which can be 
recycled over 
& over again.









Plastic is 
made from 
many 
different 
types of 
resin.



Many plastics 
degrade in 
quality when 
recycled and 
can only be 
recycled once 
or a handful of 
times. That’s 
one reason why 
consumer items 
made from 
recycled plastic 
cannot be put 
in your 
recycling bin for 
collection.



Water bottles 
are made of 
P.E.T. which 
can be 
recycled 
indefinitely, 
like steel and 
aluminum.









Mixed paper, boxboard & cardboard comes to the 
MRF for sorting.



Paper and 
cardboard are 
made into 
other objects 
like …





Tetra Packs 
and juice 
boxes are 
made into …







The market for 
recycled glass 
is very poor, so 
glass adds 
expense to 
municipal 
recycling.



Return 
deposit 
containers to 
the Beer 
Store or 
donate them 
for 
fundraisers.





There are rules 
about 
recycling. It 
only works if 
we put the 
right material 
in the blue 
box. 

What kinds 
of things 
are NOT

recyclable?



Recycling is for consumer packaging.
If it’s not recyclable, it’s better put in the garbage.



Food containers must be empty and rinsed. 



If the wrong things go in the blue box, it 
contaminates the load & turns recycling into garbage.



What about 
clear bags? 
Can I put 
my 
recycling in 
clear bags?



Many MRFs 
cannot 
accept 
plastic 
bags.



You can set 
shredded 
paper out in 
a cardboard 
box on your 
‘fibre week.’



Plastic bags clog up the MRF! They get tangled in the 
machinery and force shut downs of the line.

This drives up the cost of recycling.



Recycling Tip: 
manage small 
items in your 
recycling box 
so they don’t 
get lost at the 
MRF and end 
up in the 
garbage.



Recycling Tip:

If a container’s 
lid is made of 
the same 
material, crush 
the container 
and screw the 
lid back on.



Let’s 
review!



Let’s 
review!



Let’s 
review!






