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The Conservation Movement in Ontario

1930s 

Droughts, floods,  
deforestation, soil 
loss

1940s

Agricultural, naturalist 
and sports groups 
highlighted that 
natural resources 
were in an unhealthy 
state because of poor 
land, water and 
forestry practices

1946

Provincial 
government 
responded with the 
passage of the 
Conservation 
Authorities Act 

The Conservation Movement

The outcome was to urge 

government to enact legislation that 

would enable municipalities in any 

part of Ontario to undertake a 

conservation program to ensure the 

wise use and rehabilitation of 

renewable natural resources



The Conservation Authorities Act

Three Fundamental Principles: 

• Local Initiative

• Cost Sharing

• Watershed Jurisdiction
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Ontario’s Conservation Authorities

Mandate:

Provide programs and 

services designed to further 

the conservation, 

restoration, development 

and management of 

natural resources

Conservation Authorities Act



CA Programs & Services

Mandate of a 
Conservation Authority:

Conserve, restore, develop and 
manage natural resources 

within a watershed

Provincial Responsibilities

• Planning & Development Review

• Hazard Forecasting & Warning

• Low Water Response

• Drinking Water Source Protection

Services for Municipalities

• Plan Review

• Septic Approvals

• Septic Re-inspection 

• Forest & Land Management 

• Infrastructure Operation & Maintenance

Local Resource Management

• Watershed Planning & Monitoring

• Water & Erosion Control Infrastructure 

• Stewardship 

• Conservation Areas & Lands

• Outdoor Education 



Stormwater 
Management 
is:

• Balancing the hydrologic 
cycle

• Mitigating impacts from 
development

• Collection system

• Pollution



Hydrologic Cycle



Hydrograph





Actions individuals can undertake

• Advocate for stormwater improvements 
locally
• Ask local decision makers about adopting 

updated engineering standards

• Low Impact Development measures

• Take individual actions to improve 
property
• French drains

• Soakaway pits

• Rain barrels

• Naturalized lawns



Resources

• RVCA Stewardship webpage

• Greening Your Grounds – TRCA 
Document

• MECP Stormwater Management 
Planning and Design Manual

• Individual BMP documents – provided to 
Katie and for circulation

https://www.rvca.ca/stewardship-grants
https://trca.ca/get-involved/home-garden/#:~:text=To%20help%20homeowners%20make%20the,visit%20our%20Calendar%20of%20Events
https://www.ontario.ca/document/stormwater-management-planning-and-design-manual-0


Thank You – Questions?

Phil Mosher, RPP, MCIP
Planner

phil.mosher@rvca.ca

1-800-267-3504 ext. 1181


